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nace, intended for the colony, and he proposed that this
boat be put together and he would try to reach Coun-
tess's Sound through the ice in her.
Without being enthusiastic, the others agreed to this,
but insisted that they must find a haven in order to refit.
Best agreed. They might find some other disabled ship.
They were to keep one another company "as true Eng-
lishmen and faithful friends," and on finding a haven
they were to assist each other in building the pinnace.
Before returning to the Thomas of Ipswich, Captain
Tanfield mentioned to Best that "he did a little suspect
his pilot Cox of heading a party among his crew to quit
the fleet and go home. He said in his opinion the man
had "neither of honest duty, manhood nor constancy."
Best himself, as became a true leader, was off at once
in a ships-boat, with the Moon's skiff to keep him com-
pany, to seek for a haven under Hatton's Headland or
possibly sight of the fleet. And eventually he found
what he calls "a great black island" which not only af-
forded some shelter, but was so full of the same ore
they had taken to England last year "that if the good-
ness might answer the great plenty thereof, might rea-
sonably suffice all the gold gluttons of the world." This
island he called Best's Blessing and returned with the
good news to the ship, much to the joy of the crew*
Captain Tanfield, be it said at once, had not been mis-
taken in his estimate of his pilot, Master Cox. During
the night the Thomas of Ipswich lost company of the
others and in spite of the captain's wishes, the crew,
having been won over by Cox, set a course for home.
Due examination before the Lords of her Majesty's
Most Honourable Privy Council proved this to be the
case. We see here the beginnings of another tradition
of $ea service, inasmuch as to this day a sea officer's cer-
tificate of competency in the Merchant Service is issued
under the authority of the Lords of the Committee of